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APPENDIX B 

PARENT CONSENT FOR YOUR CHILD TO TAKE PART IN GENTS ADVISORY 
GROUP FOR YOUNG MEN AGES 13-17 

Date 

What is this about? 
The Sigma Iota Chapter, Omega Gents Mentoring Program is creating a new healthy 
relationships educational workshop.  Workshop topics may include healthy relationships, 
respect, sexual consent, correct and consistent use of condoms, supporting a partner’s use of 
highly effective birth control, sexual boundaries, and communicating without abuse.  We would 
like to form a Gents Advisory Group to help us create this workshop.     

Who is doing the study? 
This project is being conducted by ETR, a non-profit health education company, and the Sigma 
Iota Chapter of Omega Psi Phi.  ETR has many years of experience developing health education 
programs for youth.  Sigma Iota Chapter runs the Gents program. This project is funded by the 
U.S. Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, Office of Adolescent Health, through a sub-
contract to Texas A&M.  The Gents Advisory Group will be run by James Walker, Content 
Specialist and connection to Gents. Other staff from ETR will join too (Dr. Karin Coyle and Dr. 
Pamela Anderson). 

What would my child be asked to do? 
If you agree to allow your child to be a Gents advisor, he would meet with about 10-15 other 
Gents advisors from the Gents program, Mr. James Walker, and ETR staff 4 times between 
August 2016 and March 2017 for about 3 hours each time, up to 12 hours total. The meetings 
will be held at the Sigma Iota Chapter House in Oakland, CA. You and your child would need to 
arrange transportation to and from the meetings.  

During the meetings, Gents advisors would be asked to share thoughts about what topics should 
be included in a workshop about sexual health, healthy relationships and teen pregnancy.  They 
will also be asked for opinions on different learning activities. Gents advisors would not be asked 
to share personal experiences on any of the topics. The discussions would be audio recorded if 
all Gents agree. Gents advisors may also be asked to share thoughts via email after meetings 
using online surveys. They would not put names on the surveys.  

You and your child would receive reminders before each meeting. Gents advisors also would 
receive $15.00 per hour for their time in the form of gift cards and snacks for each meeting in 
which they take part. They also would get $15.00 for travel expenses for each meeting. 
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Are there any risks? 
Being part of the Gents Advisory Group presents little risk. This activity is voluntary. Gents can 
stop taking part as a Gents advisor at any time. Gents advisors would be sharing their thoughts 
about the content of the sessions and giving ideas of how to make them better. One potential risk 
to taking part as a youth advisor is embarrassment or discomfort during the focus group 
discussions regarding sexual issues. They do not have to share their ideas if they do not want to. 
The group leader will ask everyone present not to talk about what people in the group said. The 
only time researchers would have to report conversations would be if they learn that someone is 
hurting a Gents advisor or if a Gents advisor is hurting someone else (physically or sexually 
abusing them). This information would need to be reported to Gents’ Program Coordinator right 
away to ensure Gents’ safety. 
 
How will this help?  
Gents advisors will help The Omega Gents Youth Mentoring Program improve the educational 
workshops and make the content about healthy relationships more real for young people. This 
will benefit other Gents who take part in the program later.  
 
Does my child have to take part? 
Your child is free to join the Gents Advisory Group or not. He may stop at any time without 
penalty.  
 
What if I have questions? 
Here are three people you can call about the Gents Advisory Group: 

• Mr. James Walker, ETR Project Coordinator: (510)  645-1047 ext. 
607; jamesw@etr.org 

• Dr. Pamela Anderson, ETR Project Director: (866) 659-4093 ext. 132; pamelaa@etr.org 
• Dr. Karin Coyle, ETR Principal Investigator: (866) 659-4093 ext. 140; karinc@etr.org 

 
For questions about your rights as a participant in this research project call: 
• Dr. Tanya Matthews, IRB Chairperson: (866) 537-5030. An IRB is a committee that helps to 

make sure people in research projects are protected. 
 
How do I give my consent for my child to take part? 
If you want your child to take part as a Gents advisor, please complete the consent form below 
and have your child bring it to the first Omega Gents Advisory Meeting. Youth who do not have 
a signed form will not be allowed to take part.  
 
The first Gents Advisory Meeting will be: 
• Insert date and time 
• Insert location 

  

mailto:jamesw@etr.org
mailto:vignetta.charles@etr.org
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PERMISSION FOR GENTS TO TAKE PART IN GENTS ADVISORY GROUP 

 
Please return this permission slip at the first Gents Advisory Group Meeting. If you do not return the  
permission slip your child will not be allowed to take part.  

 
If your child is taking part, please let us know the best way(s) to remind you and your child of 
meetings. Reminders will be sent 1-2 days before the meeting. (Please mark all the ways you 
would like to receive a reminder.) 
 
 Phone (Please provide best phone number: _________________________________) 
 E-mail (Please provide an e-mail address: __________________________________) 
 Text message (Please provide number for texting: ____________________________) 
 
 
 

 
My Son___________________________________________________________________ 

                         (Print Child's First and Last Name) 
 
             YES.  My child has my permission to take part in the Gents Advisory Group. 
  
             NO.  My child does NOT have my permission to take part in the Gents Advisory 

Group. 
 
 
_____________________  ____________________________________________ 
Date     Signature of Parent/Guardian 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name of Parent/Guardian 
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